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of good will and fellowship. It is truly well-de-
served. Another honor that I might offer Marv,
is the knowledge that he will forever be in the
hearts and minds of thousands of boys, who
will carry his guidance and wisdom like a
badge of honor throughout their lifetime.

Mr. Speaker, I am sure my colleague Con-
gressman JIM BARCIA joins me in wishing him
much happiness in his retirement with his
wonderful wife Justine, who has worked side
by side with Marv at Camp Rotary for so many
years, and with his son and three grand-
daughters. I am sure that, even in retirement,
Marv’s selfless community service and civic
commitment will continue unabated, as will his
shining example of moral integrity and honor.
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Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
recognize the distinguished career of Robert
S. Joe, the Deputy District Engineer for Pro-
grams and Project Management for the Los
Angeles District of the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers. During Mr. Joe’s 27 years of service
with the Corps, he has been responsible for
the total District civil works and military pro-
grams and all aspects of project management
associated with water and coastal resources
projects, issues critical to California and the
nation at large.

In 1985, Mr. Joe received the Department of
the Army Meritorious Civilian Award for his ex-
ceptional service. He has guest lectured and
presented papers on public involvement, con-
flict resolution, public administration and envi-
ronmental analysis over the years at several
universities and seminars. He has been a tre-
mendous asset to everyone in southern Cali-
fornia, as well as the entire southwestern
United States. His efforts on a wide variety of
complex and vitally important Corps projects
will benefit our nation for many years to come.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank Mr. Joe for all of his efforts on
behalf of California and the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers and wish him well in his retire-
ment.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay special tribute to the life and
career of an African-American who can be
considered one of the great arctic explorers,
Matthew Henson. Mr. Henson was the first
man to step foot on the North Pole. While his-
tory has credited Commander Robert Peary
with this extraordinary accomplishment, it was
in fact this humble, uncelebrated man who ac-
tually made the first triumphant step.

Matthew Henson is a tremendous motivation
to us all. He ran away from home at the age
of eleven and thirty-two years later on April 6,
1909, through many trials and tribulations,
found himself at the top of the world.

Matthew Henson’s achievements have been
overlooked for far too long. He deserves our
recognition and admiration for his amazing ac-
complishments. He warrants our credit for
helping to introduce us to this important place.

He has been described by people who knew
him well as a ‘‘great spirit’’ and a great man.
Those words merely touch the surface, for his
spirit and drive to do better is truly immeas-
urable, as are his remarkable achievements in
the area of exploration. I am humbled to sa-
lute this great African-American, this great
man.
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Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to state that Congressman JERRY MORAN of
Kansas was meant to be listed as an original
cosponsor of important legislation, H.R. 3615,
The Rural Local Broadcast Signal Act, which
I introduced on February 10. I have added him
as a cosponsor today.
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Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Dr. Leonel Vela, an individual who
has contributed tremendously to the improve-
ment of public health and wellness throughout
Texas. Dr. Vela has served in many capacities
at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences
Center in Lubbock and has significantly ad-
vanced health education and research. On
March 1, he will complete his work at Texas
Tech and begin working with the University of
Texas Health Science Center in Harlingen. Dr.
Vela will be greatly missed, but his invest-
ments at Texas Tech and throughout the state
will continue for years to come.

Dr. Vela has dedicated his career to public
health in order to improve the lives of individ-
uals who do not have access to proper care.
He grew up in Texas; his parents were mi-
grant farm workers. Dr. Vela earned a bach-
elor’s degree in microbiology and a bachelor’s
degree in psychology from Standford Univer-
sity. At the Baylor College of Medicine, he
earned his doctorate of medicine and later re-
ceived his master’s in public health from Har-
vard University. Dr. Vela is married to Alicia
and has four children.

Through his accomplishments and research,
Dr. Vela has proven to be an expert in many
areas such as diabetes prevention and treat-
ment, migrant health and wellness, border
health care, telemedicine, and women’s health
issues. He has written a variety of medical
publications and made presentations through-
out the state on various health topics. In addi-
tion, Dr. Vela has actively led in significant
public health activities and initiatives. He di-
rected the public health response to the Ebola
Reston outbreak in Texas, co-founded the Rio

Grande Valley Diabetes Task Force, devel-
oped Community Oriented Primary Care
(COPC) in South Texas, and enacted the re-
sponse to the Dengue Fever outbreak in
South Texas. Dr. Vela also supervised the first
regional birth defects registry program in
Texas, founded the telemedicine mobile unit
project to take health care services to rural
communities in South Texas, and spear-
headed the establishment of the ‘‘Women‘s
Center‘‘ and the ‘‘Diabetes Center of Excel-
lence’’ at South Texas Hospital.

Dr. Vela has been recognized for his
achievements through various awards, fellow-
ships, and appointments. He was one of only
three individuals presented with the pres-
tigious Plate of Bounty Award in 1999 by the
United States Department of Health and
Human Services for his work in migrant health
care. Dr. Vela was named the Selected Na-
tional Institutes of Mental Health/APA Minority
Fellow in 1989, and in 1986, he earned the
Kellogg Fellowship in Health Policy and Man-
agement from Harvard University. Some of Dr.
Vela’s state and national appointments include
the Texas Medical Association, the Governor’s
Border Working Group Health Subcommittee,
the South Texas Health Education Committee,
the National Advisory Council on Migrant
Health, the TeleHealth Steering Committee for
the Telecommunications Infrastructure Fund
Board, and the Good Neighbors National Envi-
ronmental Board established by Congress.

Dr. Vela has displayed dedication to improv-
ing public health throughout Texas and has
advanced the Texas Tech University Health
Sciences Center. I would like to thank him for
his commitment to providing access to health
care for thousands of individuals, and I extend
my best wishes to him in all of his future en-
deavors.
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Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, each year approxi-
mately 300 students in my congressional dis-
trict participate in the Model United Nations
program. Acting as delegates from one of the
United Nations member countries, these
young people are afforded the opportunity to
learn about that country, its culture and issues
important to the nation; hone their research,
debating and parliamentary skills; and interact
with their peers on topics of international sig-
nificance. This opens a new world to many of
the students; in fact, some of them are in-
spired to pursue a course of study in inter-
national relations as a direct result of their
work in the Model UN.

Among the teams from Southwest Florida is
one from Port Charlotte High School which
has competed at various forums, including
Harvard University, and have amassed many
awards, both as a team and individually. Fol-
lowing them to Harvard this week for a colle-
giate Model UN is a team representing Edison
Community College. This is the third year that
they have been invited to participate with bac-
calaureate schools.

We wish them luck and salute all of the
young people who are devoting time to learn-
ing more about international issues.
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